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Argonin. 

Dr. Arthur Liebrecht states that this new silver-salt is prepared from 
the sodium combination with casein mixed with silver nitrate and treated 
with alcohol, which throws down a fine white powder which has been named 
as above. It is easily soluble in hot water, but in cold with difficulty. 
Meyer believed this drug to possess antiseptic properties of no inconsiderable 
value. In watery solution, however, this property is less marked than of 
silver nitrate, hut, on the contrary, upon albuminous solutions it is of greater 
antiseptic value. Hypodermatic injections show that the symptoms of metallic 
poisoning appear more quickly with this remedy than with the nitrate ; 
whether this is due to the more rapid absorption or to the peculiar combina¬ 
tion of the metal is not at present determined. In conclusion, this remedy 
apparently possesses the bacteriocidal, but is without the caustic, properties 
of the nitrate .—Therapeutische MonaUhefte, 1895, Heft 6, S. 306. 

The Treatment of Fetid Expectoration by the Vapor of Coal- 

tar Creosote. 

Dr. Arnold Chaplin has experimented with the preparation which is 
used principally for seasoning railway sleepers and telegraph-poles. Its 
chief constituents are phenates and acridin and pyridine bases, all of which 
are of high antiseptic value. If heated to near boiling, it gives off a dense, 
pungent, irritating vapor, causing running from the eyes and nose, and a 
smarting sensation is felt down the trachea and bronchi. So soon as the 
vapor gains access to that part of the respiratory tract coughing comes on, 
and whatever phlegm there may be in the bronchial tubes is expelled. After 
inhalation the breath has for several hours a distinct odor of the vapor. The 
properties of this vapor are: (1) it is penetrating and capable of reaching the 
dilated bronchus; (2) it is irritating, and thereby able to cause, by inducing 
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cougla, expulsion of the retained and decomposed matter; (3) it is antiseptic, 
and may be able to render the bronchiectasis, which it reaches, free from the 
putrefactive germs which cause the fetor. A nearly air-tight chamber about 
seven feet square and eight feet high was built outside the hospital and con¬ 
nected with it by a porch. Within this room creosote was vaporized in a flat, 
open dish by heating with an alcohol-lamp. The inhalations lasted from 
one-half to one and one-half hours daily for six weeks. By protecting the 
eyes with watch-glasses framed in adhesive plaster and plugging the nostrils 
with cotton the irritation was reduced to bearable limits. The effects of these 
inhalations are (1) upon expectoration. If after a periodic fit of coughing, 
when it may be presumed that the tubes are empty, an inhalation is made, 
one is astonished at the large amount of phlegm which is expelled, and this 
is the phlegm which, under ordinary circumstances, would have remained 
behind and would have decomposed and become inexpressibly foul. As the 
treatment progresses the amount of expectoration rapidly diminishes and the 
fetor entirely disappears ; (2) the chest feels freer and less clogged, and more 
air can be drawn into the lungs ; (3) the dyspnoea diminishes, and staircases 
are mounted with ease ; (4) the appetite returns, the tongue becomes cleaner, 
the strength increases, the temperature-curve ceases to be hectic, and the 
pulse becomes less frequent; (5) on auscultation the evidences of bronchi¬ 
ectasis, which were difficult to establish because of the retained phlegm fill¬ 
ing the cavity, are less marked, and there are now heard, almost continually, 
hollow breathing-sounds with but few bubbling r&les. He concludes: (1) 
The usual treatment of fetid expectoration is unsatisfactory, and, as a rule, 
leads to but little permanent benefit. (2) The onset of fetor in the phlegm 
is sufficiently grave to demand a trial of any new method of treatment. (3) 
The form of treatment upon which this paper is based offers a prospect of 
amelioration, or eveu cure, to the victim of this complaint such as will favor¬ 
ably compare with other ways of dealing with it. (4) The application of 
the method is easy, attended with no danger, and cheap, a gallon of creosote 
costing less than twenty cents .—British Medical Journal, 1895, No. 1799, 
p. 1371. 

The Use of Creolin-inunctions in Laryngeal Tuberculosis. 

Dr. Schadewald reports a patient who presented a limited pulmonary 
tuberculosis, and upon whom he demonstrated two healed and one existing 
ulcer of the larynx. He made use of good (not old) cresol (ortho-cresol), 
the total amount employed being about seven ounces, which was energetically 
rubbed into the body, each application lasting from fifteen to twenty min¬ 
utes. It is well to incorporate lanolin with it to prevent adhesions to the 
linen, which would cause cutaneous irritation. During the treatment the 
ulceration disappeared .—Berliner klinische Wochenschri/t, 1895, No. 24, S. 529. 

The Treatment of Typhoid Fever. 

Dr. 0. A. Ray reports eighty-one cases with three deaths. The treatment 
consisted of an initial dose of calomel, which was followed within twenty- 
four hours by a reduction of temperature. Hydrochloric acid was given with 
a pepsin preparation in all cases. Salol, enteric creosote pills, and quinine in 



